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SUBJECT: OASGA - HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE 
USDEL 16 

1. COMMITTEE I OF OASGA APPROVED WITHOUT FORMAL VOTE, ON 
MAY 16, A RESOLUTION ON THE IA HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION'S 
(IAHRC) REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE. PANAMA SAID THAT 
IF THERE HAD BEEN A VOTE IT WOULD HAVE ABSTAINED, AND 
MEXICO SAID IT WOULD HAVE VOTED "NO" BECAUSE THERE WAS 
NO OPPORTUNITY TO ASK FOR PARAGRAPH BY PARAGRAPH VOTE. 
THE RESOLUTION NOW GOES FOR FINAL APPROVAL TO PLENARY. 
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2. RESOLUTION WAS A REVISED COSTA RICAN VERSION. WHICH 
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WAS DISCUSSED IN PRIVATE INFORMAL SESSION PRIOR TO COM- 
MITTEE I ACTION. 

3. RESOLUTION TAKES NOTE WITH APPRECIATION OF IAHRC REPORT; 
TAKES NOTE WITH APPROVAL OF CHILEAN ACCEPTANCE OF VISIT 

OF UN WORKING GROUP; APPEALS TO ALL GOVERNMENTS, INCLUDING 
CHILE, TO CONTINUE GIVING CAREFUL ATTENTION TO SUGGESTIONS 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF IAHRC; AND REQUESTS IAHRC AVAILING 
ITSELF OF ALL APPROPRIATE MEANS, TO SECURE AND CONSIDER 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND SUBMIT A REPORT ON THE HUMAN 

RIGHTS SITUATION IN CHILE TO THE NEXT OASGA, ENSURING 
THAT CHILE HAS REASONABLE TIME TO SUBMIT ITS OWN OBSER- 
VATIONS. 

4. THE ONLY DISCUSSION ON THE SUBJECT CONCERNED A MEXI- 
CAN PROPOSAL TO INVITE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE IAHRC TO SPEAK. 
COSTA RICA ARGUED THAT INVITING THE CHAIRMAN TO SPEAK 
WAS CONTRARY TO INTENT OF RESOLUTION TO AVOID IN-DEPTH 
DISCUSSION OF IAHRC REPORT. US POINTED OUT THAT UNDER 

GA RULES CHAIRMAN HAS RIGHT TO SPEAK. COMMITTEE CHAIR- 
MAN NOTED THAT IAHRC CHAIRMAN HAD NOT 

ASKED TO SPEAK. ON A ROLL CALL VOTE, THE MOTION WAS 
DEFEATED WITH US ABSTAINING. 

5. IN THE PRIVATE SESSION WHICH PRECEDED THE COMMITTEE 
SESSION, ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS MADE A STATEMENT 
(SEE WIRELESS BULLETIN FOR MAY 16). STATEMENT GIVES 
IAHRC CREDIT FOR HAVING ISSUED SIGNIFICANT REPORTS 
OVER THE YEARS, INCLUDING THE REPORT ON CHILE; COMMENDS 
CHILE FOR HAVING PERMITTED THE COMMISSION TO COME TO 
CHILE; EMPHASIZES CONCERN OF ALL MEMBERS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS; 
NOTES FAVORABLY CHILE'S DECISION TO WELCOME UN WORKING 
GROUP; STATES US VIEW THAT IAHRC SHOULD REMAIN SEIZED 

OF ISSUE, AND THAT A PROCESS OF INTERACTION BETWEEN 
GOVERNMENT OF CHILE AND IAHRC IS DESIRABLE, INCLUDING 
OPPORTUNITY FOR IAHRC TO KEEP ITS INFORMATION UP-TO-DATE 
BY ALL MEANS APPROPRIATE; AND STRESSES THAT THIS AGENDA 
ITEM REPRESENTS A TEST OF THE SYSTEM AND THE CAPACITY 
OF OAS MEMBERS TO RATIONALLY, OBJECTIVELY AND EFFECTIVELY 
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WEIGH HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES COLLECTIVELY. INGERSOLL 
UNQTE INGERSOLL 
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